WESTERN NEW YORK ARCHIVISTS

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2016, MEETING
WESTERN NEW YORK LIBRARY RESOURCES COUNCIL, CHEEKTOWAGA, NY
PRESENT:
Jessica Anderson, Heidi Bamford, Kathleen Delaney, Elizabeth Eisenhauer, Dennis Frank, Bill Parke, S. Mary Serbacki, Wanda Slowinska, Jim Tammaro, S. Jean Thompson, S. Claire
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Heidi welcomed the group to the new WNYLRC quarters.  She then shared “Basics of Archives Worksheet—Assess Your Facility.”  She noted that WNYLRC has a full slate of programs for the fall and winter and provided a brochure with more information.  The Preservation Committee is considering updating the disaster manual to address digital collections.  The current manual (3rd edition, 2003) can be downloaded and printed.

Although the DHP has now been “farmed out” to an entity (CCAHA in Philadelphia), Heidi is still able to do limited site visits through the auspices of WNYLRC.


Jim Tammaro updated the group on plans thusfar for the MARAC Conference scheduled October 26-28, 2017 at the Hyatt in Buffalo.  The reception will be at the Ellicott Square Building. People are in place to organize the various aspects of the conference and volunteers are welcome.


S. Jean spoke about a notice she had received from Ancestry.com to digitize sacramental records, etc.  It was noted that in the late 1970s-mid 1980s the LDS Church had been involved with a microfilming project of church and cemetery records.  Canisius College has a set of these reels and there are partial sets at both the Buffalo Public Library and the Historical Museum.  It seems that at this time Catholic dioceses do not wish to take part in this project.  It was noted that laws have been passed at both the state and federal levels to protect the records and to maintain them as open public records.

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 5 (snow date one week later).  After discussion, it was decided to accept Jim Tammaro’s offer to do a presentation on disaster planning.  This will be entitled “Disaster Planning 101.”  Each member of the group agreed to read something on the topic so as to be prepared to enter into a discussion of the topic after Jim’s presentation.
BUSINESS AND DISCUSSION:


Our topic today was for as many members as possible to share something about the collections for which he/she is responsible.

Bill Parke spoke about his work with the Unitarian Universalist archives.  The church has an approximately 200 year history in the area.  He, himself, is a lone arranger.  He has done an inventory of the collection.  He is also responsible for a small exhibit space (case) which is currently focused on women in the church.  He explained that the administrative records of the church vary with the minister.  He would like to do a database which would be a preparation for further arrangement of the records.


Jessica Anderson explained that she is just beginning her work at the archives of the Sisters of St. Joseph in Clarence.  She would like to do some digitization—perhaps some of the oral history collections.  This led to a brief discussion on conversion issues.  It was explained that digitization is not the same as “open access.”  There would be a timeline established until the opening of the collection.

As there was no further time, it was agreed that this type of sharing would be continued at another meeting time.
NEXT MEETING:
Thursday May 18, 2017



St. Bonaventure University Archives



Host:  Dennis Frank
REMINDER:  CHECK OUT THE WNYA WEBSITE
http://web.sbu.edu/friedsam/archives/wnya     (note, this is case sensitive)

User:  WNYA


Password:  Online2007
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